REALLY: PREACHED in run 
Pariſh Church of TEWKESBURY, 
* ON 2 


E As T ER D A Y. 1771. 


For wHIck a m POE I 2 


PRoskcur ion was commenced againſt the 
PREACHER, Nov. 4, 1773. 


wITH AN 
EPISTLE DEDICATORY 


n ' 


Worthy IunA B14 1s of TEWEESBURY, Who 1 
defrayed the ae attending his Defence; | 1. 1 

5 4 47 1 

a =o containing 37S 1 
2 

Remarks upon a NARRATIVE of the Origin and Pio 7:38 
greſs of the ſaid Es: | | BY 

| / 17 

By N EAST HAVAR D, Gent. {= 
Town-CLaxx of the Box ouch of Fe 7 
By E DWARD EVANSO ON, M. LY 8 wo 

| 0 8 —_ f 9 

— — ; — . — 3 

4 55 N 0 N. | — 
es for I. Law, in Ave Maria LANE; and Sold by 15 1 
8. HarwaRD, at TEWKESBURY, 1778. . "+255. 45 


. 


OO 


$4, 


»* 


* PS. 
#P © V 
* 

* 


„ 
4 " 
* 
: 
* 
S ©. - - 
- 
4. 4 * 
* — 
* 
* - 


-p * « 
: * 
— & 4 
* 
AY £7 a 
F 
, #5 
, t Nen 
: : 
- * * 
* 


— 
- * - 
A = 
2 = ©: * 4 1 
- 
. . 1 
1 * — — — 


» eo 


EPISTLE DEDHITCATO RV. 


To William Buckle, Eſq. Richard Fackſon, - 


_ Eſq. D Avenant Hankins, Eſq. Mr. Richard 
Bayzand, and the reſt of the truly generous 
inhabitants of the pariſh of Tewke/bury, who 
defrayed the charges attending my defence 
againſt the late malevolent Proſecution, 


My moſt kind and liberal-minded benefactors, 


HE very extraordinary Narrative lately pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Havard having laid me un- 
der a neceſſity of printing the ſermon, filed by me 
in the Biſhop's Court, as it was really preached on 
Eaſter-day, 1771, together with a ſolemn affidavit 
of it's originality from the only human party that 
could not be liable to miſtakes about it, I beg 
leave to dedicate it to you; not as a publication 
worthy your acceptance (for having been preached 
from the firſt rough copy, and never intended for 
the preſs, it muſt needs be, in many reſpects, very 
incorrect, and indeed, in certain points of doctrine 
alluded to at the beginning and end, which were 
founded chiefly upon the Goſpel according to St. 
Matthew, it does not ſpeak my preſent ſentiments) 
but merely as a public teſtimony of my eſteem, 
and of my gratitude for that benevolent aſſiſtance, 
a without 


5 
» IF 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 


* 
18 . * 
1 1 


without which I muſt have ſunk under the great 
expences of ſuch a ſuit; but by which, with the 
favour of a gracious all-controlling providence, I 
have been enabled entirely to defeat every mali- 
cious intention of my proſecutor. 

Had Mr. Havard regulated his narration by the 
atin'precept * which embelliſhes his title-page, I 
ſhould have read it, ſmiled, and paid no further 
regard to it, But, I am ſorry to ſay, he hath 
groſſly violated both parts of the duty of a narra- 
tor preſcribed in his own motto, and bath ſo often 
aſſerted abſolute fallities, as well as ſuppreſſed very 
material truth, that, in juſtice both to you and to 


myſelf, I think it right to take this opportunity of 


briefly animadverting upon his conduct in . theſe 
reſpects; though having now done with all, eccle- 
ſiaſtical concerns, the ſubject is become Wie- 
ing, and the buſineſs of altercation was at all times 
unpleaſing to me. 

In a printed letter of mine to the biſhop of Litch- 
field, upon a very important ſubject, publiſhed the 


latter end of laſt year, having occaſion to mention 
the late /ingu/ar proſecution, without naming Mr. 
_ Havard or any other perſon, I ſpoke of it as 
- owing it's inſtitution to intemperate zeal and ma- 


_ lice. That I ſpoke truly, you and every unpre- 
judiced perſon,” who was acquainted with all the 
circumſtances of the caſe, knew before; and every .. 


Ne quid falſi dicere audeat, ne quid veri non audeat. 


In Engliſh, A narrator ſhould never dare either to advance a 


falſhood or to ſuppreſs the truth. 


other 


r 
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other intelligent reader of Me. Havard's perform- 


ance. muſt, now. be convinced. For, conſidering. 
he gives it to the public as a refutation of that 


charge, it is a curioſity of the true Hibernian kind; 


In order to prove himſelf incapable of ſpite and 


malice on this occaſion, he publiſhes a pamphlet, 
every page of which breathes a ſpirit of malicious 
rancour and perſonal reſentment, not only againſt 


me, but againſt all whom he either knows or but. 


ſuppoſes to have befriended me; and even againſt 


thoſe, who only, in the honeſt diſcharge of their 


official duty, happened. to be inſtrumental in fruſ- 
trating the purpoſe. of his proſecution, . And, to 


ſhew how improbable it is, that intemperate zeal 
could have any part in ſo praiſe-worthy a buſineſs, 


he ſets off with the abrupt introduction of a con- 


troverſy, that happened long before I had any 
connection with Tewkeſbury or with any perſon. 
near it, between my predeceſſor and that honeſt 


man, and truly good Chriſtian, George Williams; 
and informs us, that the preceding vicar, for five 
years before my preſentation to that vicarage, had 
been blowing up the coals of orthodox zeal to 
ſuch a degree of fervour, that the religious flame 
muſt almoſt unavoidably blaze out, upon the 
ſlighteſt agitation on my part. And indeed that 
it was owing to this, or ſome other extraordinary 
circumſtance in the minds of ſome of. my auditors 
at Tewkeſbury, and not to my ſermons themſelyes, 
that ſuch mighty offence was taken at them, is 
manifeſt, becauſe I never preached one ſermon 
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there which I have not preached in other churches, 
ſome near to, and others at a great diſtance from 
Tewkeſbury; and, far from giving offence in any 
other place, I had always every reaſon to believe 
they met with the ſame general approbation with 
which you well know they were received by a great 
majority of my own pariſhioners. 

Mr. Townclerk*s Narrative conſiſts of a private 
epiſtolary correſpondence, which he hath thought 
fit to exhibit to the public; @ new edition of ad- 
vertiſements from old news-papers, with additions; 
and a few pages of ſtory- telling. 

The letters ſpeak for themſelves. But of Mr. 
Stock's I muſt obſerve, that, if there is not a mere 
verbal quibble and evaſive meaning in them, I 
cannot account for their contents. That what I 
advanced in mine to Mr. H. was advanced upon 
the moſt certain grounds, would be very eaſy 
for me to ſhew, did not the number of years 
that have ſince intervened, and ſtill more, a decent 
and humane regard to the truly pitiable ſituation 
of the biſhop's health, who was a principal party 
concerned, diſſuade me from renewing a diſpute 
now not of the leaſt importance to any body. I 
ſhall only add therefore, that, if I had not been 
fully ſatisfied before of the juſt foundation of my 
complaint as to it's main object, the tranſactions 
of Jan. 16, 1773, left no room for me or any im- 
partial perſon preſent to doubt of it. 

As to the advertiſements, notwithſtanding 
Mr. H. in direct viglation of the ne quid falſi, 
more 


F 
more than inſinuates that I had a hand in the com- 
poſition of all thoſe which were publiſhed in my 


favour; I proteſt, and ſome of you well know, 
with great truth, that, excepting the ſingle one 
ſigned by myſelf, I was no more concerned in 


drawing up or ſettling any of them than Mr. 
Havard was. It is true, that two gentlemen 


amongſt you ſent me, when in London, the pleaſ- 
ing news of your numerous meeting on Nov. 10, 
1773, your unanimous abhorrence of the proſe- 
cution, and reſolution of ſupporting me under it, 
with a generoſity far beyond my fondeſt hopes. 
And I will ſubjoin a faithful extract of ſuch parts 
of the two letters as relate to that memorable 
event*, (which, in ſpite of all Mr. H's im- 


potent 
*LETTER I. 


Dear Sir, Thurſday Morn. Nov. 11, 1773. 

IT is with the greateſt ſatisfaction I inform you, that the 
meeting laſt night exceeded my moſt ſanguine expectations. 
Mr. and almoſt all the firſt people attended, and the 
ſubſcription being called for, one hundred and fifty pounds, or 
thereabouts, were immediately ſubſcribed, with a moſt ſincere 
and hearty declaration that they would put down as much more 
if neceſſary, The principal people in each ſtreet have under- 
taken to carry it about, ſo that 1 expect by Saturday one hun- 
fred pounds more. All parties are unanimous in putting the 
proceedings in the Glouceſter Journal, I heartily wiſh you 
{afe out of the hands of the inquiſition, and ſhall be happy 
indeed to be in any way an inſtrument to effect it. 

P. S. I opened the letter again to inform you, that i itis the 
defire of your ſubſcribers, that you will draw upon Mr. —, 
our treaſurer, for any ſum you want, forthwith ; or that you 
will let him know by return of the poſt, and he will ſend you 
Bank-bills to the amount required, 


LETTER 
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r 
potent efforts to prevent it, will reflect a laſting 
honour upon the majority of the pariſhioners of 
Tewkeſbury) as the moſt effectual way of contra- 
dicting the groſs — given of that 
affair by Mr. H. 

In this part of his publication Mr, H. ſaga- 
ciouſh obſerves, (p. 57, note) that 309 is not the 
major part of 4000, and upon that diſcovery, in 
contradiction again to the ze quid faifi, proceeds to 
affirm (p. 91.) that, inſtead of being with,me on 
that litigious occaſion, a very large majority of my 
pariſhioners were with him. You know the fact 
to be juſt the contrary. And if Mr. H. will 
take the trouble of reckoning up the number of 
diſtinct families of members of, the church of 
England, comprized in the liſt of ſubſcribers in 
my behalf, and compare it with the utmoſt num- 
ber of diſtinct families of the ſame perſuaſion, 


LETTER I. 
Tewkeſbury, Nov. 13, 1773. 
I FIND Mr. gave you a full account, in his letter 


of Thurſday, of what paſſed at the Swan the preceding even- 
ing, which was the moſt unanimous meeting I ever attended. 


There appeared an ardour, if I may fo expreſs it, in every 


one preſent, to teſtify their regard to their miniſter, and a li- 
berality of diſpoſition to contribute in ſupport of the good 
cauſe, beyond what IThould ever have expected to have found. 


The whole proceedings, on the part of your friends, will 


make their appearance in the Glouceſter paper on Monday 
ſe'nnight, to the diſgrace of the proſecutors, or more properly 
called perſecutors, and much to the honour, in my opinion, 
of the major part of your pariſhioners, and their much eſteem- 
ed paſtor, 

which 


L 

which it is poſſible for him to enumerate as ap- 
provers of the proſecution; or if he will ſubtract 
the number of children from his 4000, which, at 
one ſtroke, would reduce them to about one- third) 
and from the remainder deduct all thoſe diſſenters 
from the eſtabliſhment, with which he informs us 
the town abounds, together with all thoſe who re- 
mained neutral on the occaſion, (many of them, 
as I have the beſt reaſon to know, deterred from 
publicly joining the body of my friends only by ap- 
prehenſions of feeling perſonally the effects of that 
malice, which my proſecutors diſavowed in words, 
but ſo clearly evinced by their actions; ) and laſtly, 
if he will add to the preſent liſt the names of all 
thoſe members of the ſame families, which are not 
| Inſerted in it, he mult be forced to acknowledge it 
himſelf, Mean while there is ſomething as myſte- 
rious and incomprehenſible in his arithmetic as in his 
creed.. For at the bottom of p. 29 he intimates, 
that from the firſt Sunday in October, 1772, he 
and all his friends abſented themſelves from the 
pariſh church whenever I officiated; and yet you 
can teſtify, that as long as I continued to preach 
there, my audiences were always as numerous as 
they were ever uſually known to be, and that the 
deficiency made by the ſeceſſion of his very large 
majority of the congregation was ſcarcely per- 
ceptible, 

Of zhe additions annexed by Mr, H. to the 
ſubſcribers' names, it is unneceſſary for me to ſay 
any thing. With the candid and judicious reader 
they 
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they can anſwer only two ends: firſt, to ſhew the 
arrogance and purſe- proud inſolence of a man, 
who, himſelf following buſineſs, in a town com- 


poſed, with a very few exceptions, entirely of 
trading people *, and being the ſervant of a cor- 


Poration whoſe reſident members are all tradeſmen, 


at moſt but upon a level with many of the ſub- 


ſcribers, attempts to depreciate the inhabitants in 
the public eſtimation, by a deſignation of their ſe- 
veral trades; and, ſecondly, to demonſtrate the 


great inconſiſtency there is between the ſpirit of 


true Chriſtianity, and the ſpirit of this champion 
of the legal faith; who in matters purely of a re- 
ligious concern, (in which, both reaſon and reve- 


lation aſſure us, there is no reſpect of perſons in 


the ſight of God, or of wiſe and good men,) at- 


fects to treat ſome of his fellow-creatures with con- 
tempt, merely on account of their worldly cir- 
cumſtances and rank in life. be 

In that part of the pamphlet which is really zar- 
rative, eſpecially in the converſation pieces, ſo many 
things are miſrepreſented, that there is great room 


for animadverſion, did I value either your time or 


my own fo little as to enter into a regular contro- 
verſy upon ſuch a ſubject and with ſuch an antago- 


A reader of Mr. H's pamphlet, unacquainted with the 


town of Tewkeſbury, could hardly ſuppoſe it; but it is 


ſtrictly true, that excepting the one ſuperannuated gentleman 


mentioned with ſo much pompoſity by Mr. H. the name 


of every gentleman then reſiding in the pariſh, independent of 


© buſineſs, is found in the lift of my benevolent protectors. 


niſt. 


„„ 


[ is ] 
viſt. But as that is very far from being the caſe; 
I ſhall only take notice of a few of the moſt ma- 
terial paſſages, in which he hath either aſſerted 
direct falſhood, or deſignedly withheld the truth, 
At page 12, towards the cloſe of a dialogue be- 
tween him and me, given as circumſtantially as if 
it were poſſible for him or any man, at the diſtance 
of fix or ſeven years, to recolle& the very words 
of an accidental converſation (the whole of which, 
however, he offers to confirm by an oath) he affirms 
that he told me of the offence my alteration in the 
apoſtles creed, and omiſſion in the bleſſing, had given. 
Now the date of this converſation is, @ few even-. 
ings after Eaſter-day, 1771; and the real fact is, 


that having accidentally choſen the doctrine of the 


reſurrection, as taught in the Firſt Epiſtle to the 


Corinthians, for the ſubje& of my Eaſter ſermon 


that year, but a very few days before it was 
preached, and ſitting down to ſtudy that chapter 
(as I always thought it my duty to do before 1 
pretended to explain the meaning of any paſſage 
of ſcripture from the pulpit) with a more parti- 
cular artention than I had ever before paid to it, 
though I had read it over ſo many hundred times, 
(perhaps my having it very early by rote, from 
that frequency of it's uſe, was the cauſe of my 
inattention) I was exceedingly ſtruck with oblery- 
ing, that inſtead of teaching us that mankind are to 
riſe to a future life with the ſame bodies in which 
they die, the ſole and obvious ſcope of St. Paul's 
argument is to aſſure us that we ſhall riſe with very 
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different bodies,” and to convince us of the neceſ- 
ſity of that difference. And from that time, and 
: never before, T exchanged the word body for dead in 
the apoſtles' creed, becauſe I could not underſtand 
the words © reſurreftion of the body” to mean 
any thing but a riſing again of the very ſame bo- 
dy; and after the conviction then received, I mult 
have been guilty of a direct falſhood if I had ſaid 7 
believed any ſuch thing. As to the omiſſion in the 
bleſſing, it was not made nor thought of till a con- 
ſiderable time afrerwards. So that, according to 
this fair and impartial Narrative, the offence was 
| taken before it's aſſigned cauſe exiſted. 
| With the ſame malicious purpoſe, for which at 
leaſt be date of this part of the pretended conver- 
ſation is falſified, Mr. H. in a note, p. 49, very 
falſely aſſerts that, in my firſt ſermon after reading the 
thirty-nine articles, I fally diſcovered my preſent ob- 

 meftions to them. 8 
His uſual method of exclaiming againſt my ſer- 
mons, is to ſay, in general terms, that, from 
the pulpit, I deſcribed my pariſhioners as bi- 
* gotted zealots, papiſts, and idolaters;” that, in 
my official capacity, that is from the pulpit too, 1 
s arraigned, denied, and condemned the moſt eſ- 
«* ſential articles of belief of the church of Eng- 
< land;” that, « the pulpit became my roftrum 
for libelling my opponents, and for invectives 


© againſt 


__*® As this complaint of libelling was made in January L775» 
and 1 never heard of before Chriſtmas, 1774, though it is ex- 


preſſed, 


( xi ] 
& apainſt the doctrines of the eſtabliſhed church,” 
c&c. &c, For general terms, as being incapable 
| of 


preſſed, as uſual, in general terms, as if it referred to many 
different facts, it can allude only to the two prefaces with which 
J introduced my ſermons on Chriſtmas-day, 1774, and Jan. 1, 
1775, the only paſſages in all my ſermons that make the leaſt 
mention of my opponents. That the impartial reader there- 
fore may judge for himſelf, I will here ſubjoin a faithful and 
exact copy of them both, together with the reaſon of my uſing 
them. Mr. Havard had printed the depoſitions of his wit- 
neſſes, as well as the articles of accuſation (no doubt merely 
for the uſe of his friends in the Houſe of Commons) and I was 
informed that they were actually in the hands of ſome of the 
inhabitants of Tewkeſbury; and as I had been ſhocked and 
aſtoniſhed to find that ſeveral of the witneſſes had depoſed po- 


fitively to circumſtances that were really falſe, and particularly 


that two of them had, with equal falſhood and impertinence, 
miſrepreſented a ſermon that I preached on Chriſtmas-day, 
1772, (I ſay impertinence, becauſe had their depoſitions con- 
cerning it been juſt and true, they were quite foreign from the 
original articles of accuſation upon which the proſecution was 
founded,) I thought the beſt way to vindicate myſelf from 
their miſrepreſentations amongſt my own pariſhioners, was to 
preach the very ſame ſermon to them again, which I did with 
the following introduction: 3k | 


Luke ii. 8. And there were in the ſame country ſehherds, Ce. 


'The diſcourſe which I am going to offer to your conſideration 
from theſe words of the evangelical hiſtorian, is the very ſame 
that I delivered from this place two years ago, on occaſion of 
the ſame anniverſary feſtival that we now celebrate. And as the 
inſtruction it contains is more eſpecially calculated for the par- 
ticular circumſtances of this ſacred ſeaſon, and, I perſuade 
myſelf, is of no ſmall importance, (if duly weighed and con- 
ſidered) to the cauſe of rational and true religion, I have re- 
ſolved to propoſe it once more to be the ſubject of your atten- 
tion and ſerious meditations, for che following reaſons: iſt. Be. 

cauſe 
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of particular confutation, ſuit a falſe accuſer beſt, 


They admit only of a general negation, which 1 
hers 


eaufe there are many perſons now in this audience who were not 
preſent when it was preached before. 2dly, Becauſe few people 
are capable of apprehending the whole ſcope and meaning of 
an argument (eſpecially if it be out of the common road) at 
once hearing; and, laftly, Becauſe I find ſome parts of this 
very diſcourſe have been either groſsly miſunderſtood, or elſe 
wilfully as well as falſely miſrepreſented, in the cours of the 
proſecution now carrying on againſt me, I am perfectly well 
acquainted with the principles in which my adverſaries have 
been unhappily educated, and knowing the powerful and in- 
veterate force of early-rooted and long-eſtabliſhed prej judices, 
am very ready both to admit and make apologies for their un- 
benevolent conduct towards me; but ſurely religious zeal, 
whether it be real or pretended, ſhould not induce any perſon 
(as it hath done ſeveral in their evidence concerning me) to be 
guilty of the crimes of raſhly ſwearing to untruths, and bear- 
ing falfe witneſs againſt their neighbour, 


The ſubject of my diſcourſe the Sunday following was 
Acrs i ii. 26, and I introduced it with this preface: 


It has been objected to me, by ſome of thoſe who have been 
prodyced by my proſecutors to bear their teſtimony againſt me, 
that I have ſometimes, in my diſcourſes from this place, com- 
pared our bleſſed Saviour Jeſys Chriſt to Moſes. That I have 
done ſo is ſtrictly true; and for very ſufficient reaſon, viz. Be- 
rauſe I kave in the moſt ſolemn manner, vowed to inſtruct the 
people committed to my charge out of the holy ſcriptures, and 

to teach them only what I am perſuaded is agreeable to the 
ke of God. But what excites both my ſurpriſe and concern 
is, to find, that any Chriſtian in this proteſtant country, with 
the Bible in his own hands, ſhould be ſo entirely ignorant of 
the very fundamental article of the religion he profeſſes, as to 
think ſuch a compariſon criminal in a miniſter of the Goſpel, 
How far it may be conſiſtent with human ſyſtems of Theology, 
to Ma, that Jeſus Chriſt Was a Jewiſh A like unto Moles, 


let 
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here give them, and appeal to your teſtimony, 
who heard all my ſermons as well as either Mr. H's 
high-church or methodiſtical delators. Bur in this 
note he has unwarily fixed the preciſe day when the 
ſermon, againſt which his accuſation is brought, 
was preached. And as all my ſermons are regularly 
dated with the particular time and place of preach- 
ing, and I could not conceive upon what grounds 
Mr. H. had advanced ſo impudent as well as ma- 
licious a falſhood, I looked back, firſt to the date 
of the certificate of my reading in, as it is called, 
at Tewkeſbury, and then to my ſermon of the 
ſame date. And I find it to be a mere practical, 
moral ſermon (which, as it was preached. to you 


Jet them conſider, who having in their infancy been taught 
thoſe ſyſtems, are reſolved, at all adventures, to adhere to 
them in maturer age, without ever candidly examining whe- 
ther they are right or wrong. And let them conſider allo, 
that for eyery wilful abuſe of the underſtanding he hath given 
them, God will bring men into judgment. For my own part, 
I know no other fit rule of doctrine for a public teacher, nor 
any other ſecure foundation of a Chriſtian's faith, beſides the 
plain and expreſs words of the ſacred ſcriptures; and if the 
likening Jeſus Chriſt to Moſes is to teach Socinian doctrines, 
it muſt inevitably follow, from the whole ſcope of St. Peter's 
argument in the paſſage from whence I have taken the words 
of the text, that Socinian doctrines were. taught by God Al- 


mighty himſelf under the Old Teſtament, and by the apoſtles 
of Jeſus Chriſt under the New. 


If either or both of theſe may be called libels, I can only 
fay of them, that they are much truer libels than what Mr. 
H. hath thought fit to exhibit againſt me, either in 1773, be- 
fore the Conſiſtory Court at Glouceſter, or in 778 before 
the Fw 
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[ xiv ] 

more than once, I dare ſay ſeveral of you well re- 
member) upon James ii. 14. What doth it profit, 
my brethren, though a man ſay he hath faith and have 
not works? can faith ſave him? Wherein is juſt as 
much reference to the thirty-nine articles, as to the 
charter of the borough of Tewkeſbury, It con- 
tains indeed ſome animadverſions on the doctrine 
of faith independent of works, as taught by one 
of the ſects of Methodiſts, who uſually (though, 
in the opinion of- many eminent orthodox divines, 
without reaſon) take refuge under two or three of 
the articles. And therefore ſome calviniſtic me- 
thodiſt muſt have been the original author of this 
calumny. And though I believe nobody takes 
Mr. H. (as he himſelf tells us) to be a man of a 
particularly religious turn of mind, nor ſuſpects him 
of being a methodiſt, yet, from this inſtance, it 
plainly appears what quarter he received his miſre- 
preſentations from, upon the credit' of which he 
hath thought fit to ſpeak ſo poſitively and ſo falſe- 
ly of the purport of my diſcourſes, long after he 
himſelf and his very large majority had ceaſed to be 
my auditors, 

In p. 28, Mr. H. renews the impertinence he 
was guilty of in the original articles of accuſation 


exhibited againſt me; treating as a crime my think- 


ing fir, on the firſt Sunday in October, 1772, to 
make ule of the liberty left to every officiating mi- 
niſter by the rubrick, with reſpect both to the 
| Nicene Creed and ſome other parts of the ſervice 
(and which is continually practiſed in cathedrals) 
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in not reading the whole of that creed myſelf, though 
he acknowledges the whole was read, which is all 
the rubrick requires. But though either the error 
of the preſs, or the wilful miſtake of his pen, has 
put the word confuſion into this part of his Narra- 
tive inſtead of ſurprize, I ſhould have paſſed it over 
unnoriced, 1f he had not, in the ſpace_of eight or 
nine lines, been guilty of the moſt aggravated vi- 
olation of both the rules of his own motto. He 
tells us, that from this time he and his junto, ſa- 
tisfi:d of my determined condu?, meditated the pro- 
ſecution as a legal redreſs. But what would he have 
us underſtand by my determined conduct? My deter- 
mination to perſiſt in not reading that creed myſelf ? 
If that be what he would inſinuate, could a faith- 
ful, honeſt narrator, in order to effect that, con- 


ceal a well-known truth which flatly contradicts 


ſuch an inſinuation? viz. that of the many times 
that creed occurred in the ſervice when I officiated 
at Tewkeſbury, after the firſt Sunday in October, 
1772, as well as before, that was the only time 
when I did not read it entirely through. Or does 
he mean that I was determined to give offence to 
him and his friends? If fo, is it not a ſcandalous 
tranſgreſſion of the ne quid veri non (in the man 
who has attempted to make ſo ditmal a tragedy, 
concluding with ſo veiy' patheiic a cataſtrophe, 
upon the ſubject of my card to the poor gentlews- 
man of conſiderable fortune, "who was ſixty years of 
age) neither to inſert nor even mention the note I 
ſent that ſame Sunday to his co-promoter Mr. 


Coller, 
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[ xvi ] 
Collet, (who; and his brother, were all the ſome of 
them that quitted the church upon the occaſion) giv- 
ing the reaſons of and apologizing for my condu& 
in that inſtance, profeſſing my concern for the ef- 
fect I ſaw my not reading the creed had had upon 
him and his brother, and aſſuring them that had I 
apprehended any ſuch thing, I would on no ac- 
count have omitted it; adding likewiſe, that in 
order to avoid offending them and the other gen- 
tlemen, who ſubſcribed the letter of September 30, 
and who came to church only on a Sunday morn- 
ing, 1 had determined, for the future, to go every 
Sunday morning to my other church, and leave 
Tewkeſbury to my curate? which I accordingly 
did, at no ſmall inconvenience to myſelf, and (what 
I minded much more) to the diſſatisfaction of ſome 
of my friends. Either way therefore this matter 
is very unfairly repreſented, and a very material 
truth unjuſtifiably ſuppreſſed. But there is alſo a 
direct tranſgreſſion of the ze quid falſi in this paſ- 
ſage, which mult not be ſuffered to paſs in ſilence 
on ſeveral accounts. Mr. H. is pleaſed to ſay, he 
« believes I read no further of the Nicene Creed, 
on that day, than the word inviſible.“ And, by 
the miſ-information of ſome inattentive hearer, 
this was the manner in which the twenty-ſecond 
article of the original accuſation was expreſſed. 
Now, though I know it is cuſtomary with Mr. H. 
to profeſs his belief in what his mind cannot be 
convinced of, yet I will venture to ſay he does not 


believe this, becauſe he knows it to be falſe. He 
knows, 


[ xvii } 

knows, that when a man ſays or ſwears I read ng 
farther than ſuch a particular word, it can prove 
no more than that he did not hear me read farther, 
which it is poſſible might be owing only to ſome 
defect either in his hearing or his attention, for 
which reaſon he muſt be a bold man, that will 
ſwear poſitively to any ſuch negative propoſition, 
But a man who affirms that he actually heard me 
read farther, cannot be liable to miſtake about it, 
and therefore one ſuch witneſs as the laſt outweighs 
fifty of the firſt fort. He knows too, that before 
the witneſſes he thought fit to produce were ex- 
amined, he ſhewed that article to the pariſh clerk, 
(who, for many obvious reaſons, was the moſt 
likely perſon in the whole congregation to know 
the truth of the caſe with certainty) and he told 
him the * article was not true, for that he heard 
* me repeat diſtinctly to the words only Son of 
« God.” That he then told the clerk © many 
people ſaid that I left off at the word jnvi/ible.” 
Upon which the clerk declared, that whoever 
* ſaid ſo would bear witneſs to a falſhood, and 
* that he was ready to teſtify what he then ſaid 

« upon oath.” You know that the clerk's ac- 

count was true, and that great numbers of the 

congregation of that day were ready to make oath 

of the ſame. Yet, after this clear conviction of 
the falſhood of this article, as my proſecutors had 

ſtated it, Mr. H. ſuffered ſeveral of his witneſſes 

to ſwear, and they did poſitively ſwear, that I read 

no farther than the word i#vi//iþ/le., How an at. 
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{ xvii ] 
torney feels upon procuring evidence to prove 
his allegation, even when falſe,” F cannor pretend 
to judge. But in my eſtimation of things, the 
crime next in degree above that of a man's ſwear- 
ing falſely himſelf, is that of perſuading, and next 
below it, that of permitting others to ſwear po/i- 
tively in his behalf, to what he knows or has the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe is falſe. 

At page 51, Mr. H. has thought fit to aſſert 
that, at the ſame time when I made the alteration 
and omiſſions he ſo grie vouſiy complains of at 
Tewkeſbury, I read the Liturgy at other churches 
without any variations or omiſſions, To this aſſertion 
I can only give the following conciſe plain anſwer, 
that it is a malicious and infamous falſhood, From 
the time when I firſt deviated in any degree from 
the expreſs words of the Liturgy, ſo long as I 
continued to read the prayers myſelf, performed 
the ſervice in the ſame manner, in every church 
where I officiated. And the only pretended foun- 
dation that I can ſuppoſe Mr. H. to have for ſo 
falſe and {ſcandalous an aſſertion is, that perhaps 
he hath interrogated * fome members of the con- 
gregations he particularly mentions, whether they 
had oblerved aie to alter or omit any thing in 


* I was actually informed laſt year (no doubt whilſt this 
Narrative was preparing) that, Mr. H. had been queſtioning 
the clerk of one of the pariſhes he names; and have reaſon to 
believe, that if the man had ever obſerved, or then remem- 
bred, me to have made any variations, he would not have ac- 


knowledged. it, from a ſuſpicion that Mr. H. was ſeeking 
grounds for a freſh proſecution, 


reading 
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- reading the ſervice, and that they anſwered no, as 
was moſt likely to be the cafe; for when it is con- 
fidered, firſt, that the ſenſe of the bleſſing is juſt 
as complete when the words Father, Son, and H:ly 
Ghoſt are omitted, 'as when they are inſerted; and, 
ſecondly, that Whatever prayers a miniſter may uſe 
in the pulpit, either before or after ſermon, they 
are not preſcribed by the rubrick, but left entirely 
to his own diſcretion, and cannot therefore with 
any reaſon be regarded as part of 'the Liturgy ; and 
that the only alterarion ever made by me, in the 
ordinary ſervice of the church, was the exchange 
of the word boch, in the Apoſtles? Creed, for dead; 
it is highly probable that many perſons in thoſe 
pariſhes might conſtantly attend church when J of- 
ficiated, and not be ſenſible that any alteration was 
made. But what does that prove? Not that did 
not make the alteration, but that what was made 
the pretended cauſe of fo much ftir and buſtle at 
Tewkeſbury, and what Mr. H. calls an invaſion 
of his religious and legal rights, was in itſelf ſo very 
trifling and inſignificant, that, amongſt unpreju- 
diced people, it was either not perceived or elſe 
| regarded with indifference. 
N In the note, p. 80 and 81, Mr. H. pretends to 
account for copies of the articles being printed, 


: Bur I fee attorneys, as well as doctors, differ. For 
g his proctor told me, they were intended only for 
* their own uſe and that of their counſel and other 
4 parties concerned in the ſuit, without one ſyllable 


of the promoter's honourable acquaintance in the 
C 2 Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons. I have ſince had reaſon to 
be perfectly ſatisfied with that meaſure, whatever 
Mr. H. himſelf may be, and to regard it as a very 
providential circumſtance in my favour. But, at 
the time, knowing that when 500 copies (a num- 
ber ſo monſtrouſly diſproportionate to the cauſe 
aſſigned for printing any) were once printed, they 
would be diſperſed (as they were afterwards well 
known to be} into many hands, both near to and 
at conſiderable diſtances from Glouceſter and 
Tewkeſbury; I remonſtrated ſtrongly, though in 
yain, againſt their being printed, upon the obvious 
principle of the iniquity of prejudicing the public 
againit a man by the propagation of a charge, in 
the moſt material points groundleſs and falſe, and 
which in equity ought to be wholly looked on as 
ſuch, till it was legally adjudged to be true. And 
had I received the leaſt intimation of the uſe for 
which, it ſeems, they were really jntended by the 
promoters of the proſecution, I ſhould have urged 
my remonſtrances with till greater vehemence. 
For does not every impartial perſon ſee that the in- 
Jury « done me was aggravated to the higheſt de- 
gree poſſible, when, in the very beginning of the 

ſuit, my adverſaries* accuſation was ſtated to that 
| legiſlative aſſembly as true, and from thence re- 
echoed, with ſtill greater miſrepreſentation, through- 
out the kingdom, in the daily news- papers? And 
if that unwarrantable tranſaction was any ways in- 
ſtrumental i in defeating the petition of the Feathers 
7. avern Seciety, (with whom I neyer was any other- 


wile 
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wiſe connected than as a diſtant well-wiſher to the 
ſucceſs of their cauſe) all the parties concerned in it 
were then undoubtedly guilty of a double injuſtice. 
But whatever tended to hurt or injure me in the pro- 
greſs of that ſuit appeared right to my proſecutors. 
And therefore it is with ſingular complacency I 
reflect, that the further uſe their agents made of 
the very ſame printed articles, (of which neither 
Mr. Jenner nor I had the leaſt ſuſpicion, till it was 
accidently diſcovered in court) proved ſo fatal to 
their own cauſe. For there is ſomething peculi- 
arly ſatisfactory in that ſpecies of providential juſ- 
tice, which is ſo often ſeen to take place in the 
affairs of men, where they who have digged a pit for 

others, fall into the midſt of it themſelves, 

Nec lex eſt æquior ulla, 
uam necis artifices arte perire ſud . 
In his 86th page Mr. H. mentions, in terms 
that to me are unintelligible, an overture of ac- 
commodation made by your late benevolent and 
amiable repreſentative Mr. Joſeph' Martin. But 
whatever the Narrator's meaning may be, I aſſure 
| You I never propoſed, nor would have agreed to, 

the appointment of any curate, without the 
previous conſent and approbation of my own 
friends. As to the bell-ringing complained of, 
vod dean teſtify for me that, though abſent, I did 
every ching in my power to prevent it; and that, 
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In Exgliſb, No law is more equitable than that which en- 


joins that the contrivers of the deſtruction of others ſhould 
periſh by their own contrivance. 


in 
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in conſequence of my letters on that occaſion, 
ſeveral of you actually contributed to bribe the 
ringers not to ring, and by that means prevented 
their ringing for two or three days after the deci- 
ſion of the Dean of the Arches was received. 


ww WF 


To the charge brought in p. 88, againſt another 
of my ſermons upon Acts vii. 59. I anſwer, by 
ſubjoining a Faithful extract of the only part of 
that ſermon, which can be ſoppoſed fo much as to 
hint at my own ſituation, -or the condu of my 
proſecutors; that Mr. H. himſelf, as well as others 
who, like him, did not hear it, may know upon 
what foundation his accuſation is built “. 


Very 


* Having, in a ſeries of hiſtorical remarks, deduced the 
ſtate of intolerance and religious perſecution, from the tragic 
fate of St. Stephen to the abolition of the writ for burning here- 
tics in our own country, during the reign of Charles II. I 
concluded the diſcourſe in the following words : 

Vet ſtill there are left, in this proteſtant country, ſome veſ- 
tiges of even papal tyranny; and ſome laws, the produce of 
-ages of religious ignorance and mtolerance, are hitherto un- 
repealed, which malicious informers have it in their power to 
revive, and may ſtill make uſe of, to moleſt and harraſs, not 
only our Roman Catholic and Diſſenting brethren who reſide 
peaceably amongſt us, but alſo many rational and conſeientious 
members of our own church. | 

But if there are any, amongſt vs, ſo far actuated by the 
znti-chriſtian ſpirit of perſecution, as to think it right, in any 
Caſe reſpecting religion, to revive the now feeble force oſe 


obſdlete laws, let me entreat them to conſider, that iths' of the 


utmoſt conſequence to the virtue and happineſs of the people, 
and to the cauic-of true religion, (Which, between the philo- 
ſophic infidelity of the higher ranks of life, and the enthuſi- 
aſtic ſuperſtition of the vulgar, is every where loſing ground) 

2 that 


[ *, 
Very ſoon after the preaching of that ſermon, 


and Tong before 1 heard what the reſult was of 
Mr. 


that the truth, the light, and the moral influence of the holy 


goſpel ſhould be perfectly reſtored amangſt us. And, that the 
natural conſequence of perſecution of every kind, for religi- 
ous opinions, is either to deter thoſe who are moſt capable of 
inveſtigating, and teaching us, the truth, from endeavouring 
at all to find it, (which by the way, has been the certain cauſe 
of that general i ee in religious matters, which has hi- 
therto prevailed àmôflgſt us) or elſe to induce them to violate 
their Chriſtian duty ſhoth to God and to their brethren, by 
playing the part),g&hypocrites. and keeping their knowledge 
to themſelves, 

as us conſid Foo, that all human laws are really impious 
and unjuſt, wilMencroach upon the ſpiritual authority of Jeſus 
Chziſt, and would abridge that liberty with which he hath 
made all his diſciples free. 

Laſtly, as we are Chriſtians, let us confider, that our hene. 
volent religion abſolutely forbids us to occaſion the leaſt in Jury 
to our fellow-creatures on any account, or in any manner what- 
ſoever. The eſſential principle of a Chriſtian ſpirit is love, 
and love worketh no ill to his neighbour. In caſes that regard 
ourſelves, we are not permitted zo render evil for evil, or rail. 
ing for railing, but are commanded to % ie that curſe us; 
to be kind even to our greatelt enemies, and to overcome ewil 
with good. And in ſuch as more peculiarly concern our reli- 
gion and our God, we are aſſured, that the wrath of nan 
wworketh not the righteouſneſs of God; and are directed to leave 
it to God to reward every man according to his works; for it is 
ewritien vengeance is mine, 4 will repay, Jaith the. Lord. 

On the other hand, if at any time the intemperate zeal of 
any of our brethren, in behalf of their own religious prejus 
dices, ſhould excite them to endeayour to enforce any intoler- 
ant laws againſt ourſelves, let us bleſs the good providence of 
God, that the moſt inhuman and ſanguinary of thoſe laws are 
long ſince repealed, and that the temper of the preſent üümes, 
and the diſpoſition of our preſent” governors, are much more 

inclined 
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[ xxiv þ 
Mr. Martin's well-intended interpoſition, having 
been informed, before the deciſion of the Court 
of Arches, of ſome inhuman as well as illiberal 
inſtances of ſpite and reſentment ſhewn to ſome of 
the lower ranks of people, upon my account, and 
finding that, after that event, Mr. H's impetuous 
temper knew no bounds, but broke out into the 
moſt violent and indecent tranſports of rage to- 
wards ſome of the principal inhabitants and moſt 
reſpectable characters in the pariſh, to the oblivion 
of all former friendſhip, and even of paſt obliga- 
tions; in order to prevent the increaſe, and (if po- 
ſible) the continuance of ſuch bourly and 
unchriſtian animoſities, and to*preſeeve or reſtore 
peace and harmony as far as was'in my power, I 
prevailed upon you to conſent to my leaving the 
town entirely, and retiring to my other hving, 
which I accordingly did, at a confiderable ex- 
pence; and for near two years and a half, that 


inclined to reſtrain, than to encourage the ſpirit of religious 
perſecution. And with reſpect to the men themſelves, howſo- 
ever we may blame their conduct, let us entertain no rancour 
againſt their perſons, nor conceive the leaſt defire of revenge, 
So entire an ignorance of the true ſpirit of our holy religion, 
ſo ſtrong a deluſion as can make 'men fancy they are aQting 
well and righteouſly in the ſight of God, whilſt they are tranſ- 
grefling the moſt 1 important and plaineſt precepts of the goſpel, 
& more deſerving our pity than our reſentment. And there- 
ors, whatever may be the iſſue of their unbrotherly attempts 
to injare us, let us be ever ready to cry out with the bleſſed 
martyr, whoſe tragic fate hath led us to theſe refleftions, and 
with the ſame fervent charity and ſincerity that he did, Lord 


* uit 1/15 ſin to their charge ! 
Mr, 


[ xxv ] 


Mr. H's appeal was depending before the Dele- 
gates, you well know, that I not only did no ec- 
cleſiaſtical duty of any kind at Tewkeſbury, in 
my own perſon; but did not offend your irritable 
Town-clerk even with my perſonal reſidence there. 
Yet ſtill Mr. H. afferts that my behaviour was ſuch 
that it was impoſſible terms of accommodation ſhould 


be attended to, and therefore Mr. Martin's propoſals 


were rejected. They were ſo, and Mr. H. now 
knows the price of that rejection; which, if it had 
been twice as great, I am perſuaded no impartial 
perſon would think greater than a man of ſuch ob- 
ſtinate, implacable reſentment deſerved to pay. 

In page gr. (where, by the way, ſpeaking of 
my ceſſion as of a thing that happened laſt year, he 
ſhews that he uſes that word as he is wont to do 
others upon more ſolemn occaſions, without un- 
derſtanding what it means; for my ceſſion of the 
vicarage of Tewkeſbury being made at lateſt in 


the year 1770, it was not in my power either to 


cede or to reſign it in 1777.) Mr. H. informs us, 
that by the patron's thinking fit, at length, to de- 
clare the vicarage vacant, and another incumbent's 
being put into poſſeſſion of it, he purpoſe and intent 
of his party were fully anſwered, and his original 


cauſe of complaint thereby removed. The only thing 


that was ivereby removed was my perſonal incum- 
bency ; ſo that Mr. H. has, in his letter of proxy, 
given it under his hand and ſeal, and here frankly 
avows, that ,the original cauſe of his complaint 
was my perſonal incumbency upon that vicarage 

d | only; 
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only; and that the purpoſe and intention of thoſe 
who from the firſt approved the proſecation was, after 
all, not the correction of any irregularities in the 
performance of the church ſervice, though ſo much 
clamour was made about them, not the redreſs of 
any particular grievance real or pretended, but 
merely my perſonal deprivation of the vicarage of 


' Tewkeſbury, And thus after eking out a pamph- 


let, by the help of familiar epiſtles, advertiſements, 
acts of court, &c, to 90 fair pages in octavo, in 

order (as he tells us in his preface) to refute my 
allegation, that the proſecution originated in ma- 


lice, (for as to Mr. H. I knew him too well to 


lay religious zeal to his charge) he adds the giſt 
to confute his own. refutation (if by chance the 
reader ſhould think it one) and there, in expreſs 
terms, acknowledges that the ſole motive of his 
own conduct in this proſecution, (and, if we be- 
lieve him, of all his party too) was downright ma- 
lice and perſonal diſlike. Indeed if this had not 
been the caſe, the proſecution could never have 
been commenced; for had my proſecutors, like 
Mr. Bayzand, been only diſſatisfied with the omiſ- 
ſions in the ſervice, without any perſonal pique to 
me, they would like him have been fully ſarisfied 
when they found, that by my engaging an addi- 
tional curate ſolely for that purpoſe, their original 
objcfon, as ſtated in their own letter of September 
39, 1772, was entirely removed, and the Liturgy 
was regularly performed without the leaſt altera- 
tion or omiſſion f any kind. Yet, though this 
Was 


11 
was really the fact, for above ſeven months before 
the proſecution was inſtituted,*the prayer of the pro- 
moters was that I might be puniſhed and condemned in 
coſts of the ſuit, for offences which had ſo long 
ceaſed, and which there was not the leaſt probabi- 
lity would ever be repeated again. An aggravated 
charge againſt my ſermons was another article on 
which their ſuit was founded, but nothing can 
more plainly demonſtrate how ill founded that 
charge was, than their own libel itſelf, For though 
they took in the whole time of my preaching at 
Tewkeſbury, from the beginning of the year 1770 
to July 1773, they could find only one ſermon in 
all that period to reſt the main part of their accu- 
lation upon, and for that they were forced to go 
ſo far back as Eaſter-Day, 1771; and, after all, 
their allegation concerning it was really falſe. As 
to the pamphlet, which was another ground of 
the proſecution, Mr. H. himſelf ſeems aſhamed of 
that part of their libel, and well he may; tor it 
was not in their power to prove it mine, and, be- 
ing anonymous, it ao more concerned the inhabi- 
tants of Tewkeſbury than it did the inhabitants of 
York. To give ſome ſhadow of a reaſon however 
for their intereſting themſelves ſo particularly about 
it, he ſays, in the laſt page of his Narrative, that 
he believes it was firſs publicly ſold at Tewkeſbury, 
This is the ſecond inſtance of his endeavouring to 
avoid a direct falſhood, by the help of the words 7 
believe. But it will no more ſerve his turn in this caſe, 
than in the former, for it is impoſſible he ſhould 

f d 2 believg 
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believe it. By the depoſitions of his own wit- 
neſſes it appears, that Mr. Harward, the only 
perſon who ſold the books at Tewkeſbury, never 
had ohe of them from me; but that he bought 
them all in London, before he could /el/ them in 
Tewkeſbury, Notwithſtanding which Mr. H. has 
the aſſurance to give it under his hand to the pub- 
lic, that he believes they were firft publicly ſold at 
Tewkeſbury. 55 1 

But the moſt infamous and evidently malicious 
article of their libel, upon which they built their 
faireſt hopes of ſucceſs, was a private converſation 
at the houſe of one the witneſſes, whoſe name 1 
will not mention, and for whoſe ſake I am ſorry 
Mr. H. has compelled me to take any notice of 
the affair at all; becauſe I have a very good opi- 
nion of him in all other reſpects, and am perſua- 
ded that he meant well even in his zeal againſt my 
heterodoxy. And, as there is ſomething amiable 
ia the bias which friendſhip and gratitude for the 
obligations of himſelf and his family to Mr. H. 
may reaſcnably be ſuppoſed to have had upon his 
mind, I am very ready both to forgive and to apo- 
Jogize for his conduct on that occaſion, But Mr. 
H. having in his Narrative repeated in general 
terms the whole of his original libel againſt me, 
and, in the margin of his 46th page, referred par- 
ticularly to the evidence reſpecting that converſa- 
tion, it is become neceſſary for me to obſerve, that 
ſince it is well known how greatly the exchange of 
one ſingle word for another alters the ſenſe of a 


lentence, 


LN 

ſentence, and that it is not poſſible for any man, 
after a long interval of time, to recollect the exact 
words uſed in ſuch a converſation, it was not con- 
ſiſtent with the character of a candid and honeſt 
man, even from that conſideration alone, to ven- 
ture, for the purpoſe of injuring another, to ſwear 
in April, 1774, to the expreſs words of a converſa- 
tion that paſſed in April, 1771. This however is 
not all. The converſation alluded to paſſed under 
that gentleman's own roof, in conſequence of my 
lending him, in the moſt candid and confidential 
manner, the original copy of the ſermon here ſub- 
mitted to the public, in order to undeceive him con- 
cerning ir, and (as he himſelf acknowledges upon 
oath) under a promiſe from him that no unfair ad- 
vantage ſhould be taken of it. Surely then! I had 
every reaſon to expect, that whatever was ſaid on 
ſuch an ,occaſion paſſed under the ſeal of ſocial 
confidence, And I believe every impartial per- 
ſon will agree, that the betraying that private 
converſation, eſpecially for ſo malicious a pur- 
poſe, was ſuch an unjuſtifiable flagrant violation 
of the ſacred laws of honour and hoſpitality, as 
reflects equal diſerace upon the party himſelf, and 
upon the proſecutor who endeavoured to avail 
himſelf of nis evidence. At leaſt, I know, (if 
my own heart does not deceive me) that nothing 
could have induced ine, on ſuch an occaſion, to 
act the part either of the one or the other. 

Mr. I. ſeems defirous the public ſhould think, 
that the reaſon aſſigned in his proxy was the ſole 


realon 


[ 95 1 
reaſon of his withdrawing his appeal in November 
laſt, But I can tell you of another, which, con- 
ſidering the large ſum he had to pay for coſts, was 
moſt likely to be the prevailing reaſon. For Lam 
informed that, but a few weeks before the day ap- 
pointed for the final hearing, he took the advice 
of one of his counſel at Doctors Commons, who, 
inſtead of giving him any hopes of ſucceſs, adviſed 
him to withdraw the appeal, and thereupon notice 
was given to my proctor that he had determined to 
withdraw it. Yet, as if he imagined this conſul- 
tation, and the reſult of it was not known, he is 
weak enough to boaſt, that if another incumbent 
had not been inducted, (for preſentation, it ſeems, 
was not ſufficient) he would have met me on the 11th 
of November with the ſame body of counſel. 
As he has now ſhewn that he is poſſeſſed of a 
pretty comfortable ſhare of perſevering obſtinacy 
even in an error, perhaps he ſays true; and he 
might really kave been wrong-headed enough to 
have met me, (as he calls it) without, or even con- 
trary to, the advice of his advocate. But the only 
end of our meeting would have been the addition of 
another 100 or 130%. to the more than 1000Y. 
which, I am well aſſured, this meritorious proſecu- 
tion hath already coſt Mr. H. and his aſſociates. 
Having thus taken as much notice of Mr. H's 
Narrative as ſeemed neceſſary, to ſet both the pro- 
ſecution and the Narrator in their true lights, and 
thereby, I hope, ſufficiently, diſcharged my duty to 
you as well as to myſelt, whatever Mr. H. may 
think 


1 


think fit to do, I here take my final leave of him, 
and of this diſagreeable and now unimportant 
ſubject. 

But for you, my generous friends and benefac- 
tors, whatever diſtance may ſeparate us, my heart 
will be ever with you, And if the cloud, which 
(in conſequence of the late ſacrifice I have judged 
it right to make of my worldly intereſts, to what 
I believe to be my Chriſtian duty) at preſent hangs 
over me, ſhall ever diſperſe, and my temporal 
proſpects brighten, every opportunity (ſhould any 
ſuch occur) of teſtifying my gratitude to you, by 
actions as well as words, will give me peculiar fe- 
licity, In the mean while, 1 moft deyoutly pray 
to the God and Father of eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to reward you, with 
his choiceſt bleſſings upon yourſelves and families, 
for the benevolent protection and aſſiſtance you ſo 
nobly and ſo effectually afforded me, in the day of 
difficulty. and legal perſecution, for which I can 
only thank you, 


1 am ever, 
With the ſincereſt eſteem and affection, 
Your greatly obliged and 


London, ; 
May 14, 1778, Faithful humble ſervant, 


Edward Evanſon. 
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IN the preſence of that infinite eternal 
Being, to whom all hearts are open and from 
whom no ſecrets are hid, 1, Edward Evanſon, 
do ſolemnly declare and ſwear, that the printed 
ſermon hereunto annexed (the original copy of 
which I gave into the Conſiſtory Court of the 
Dioceſe of Glouceſter, in the courſe of the pro- 
ſecution inſtituted againſt me there) contains the 
whole of the ſermon preached by me in the pariſh 
church of Tewkeſbury, on Eaſter-Day, 1771. 
And that I am not conſcious of uſing, but, on 
the contrary, am as certain as I can be, that 1 
did not uſe one word in the preaching it befides 
what is here publiſhed. So belp me Almighty 
God, on whoſe gracious bounty and aſſiſtance alone 
all my hopes depend! | 


Edward Evanſon. 
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Fox sWSæ R By MANY came Darß, By Man | 
CAME (or more properly cometh) ALsO THE 
 ResvrrECTION of THE DEAD. For as IN_ 
ADAM ALL DIE, EVEN $0 IN CHRIST SHALL. 
ALL BE MADE ALIVE, | . 


N theſe words, and through all the remaining 

part of this chapter, St, Paul introduces a 
compariſon, or rather contraſt, . between Adam and 
our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who are both 
particularly diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt of the 
human ſpecies by their being formed immediately 
by the almighty power of the Creator, without the 
intervention of natural means; on which account 
they are each of them, by the holy evangeliſt, 


emphatically called * e Son of God, It follows, 
therefore, that either our Lord and Maſter Jeſus; 

Chriſt was truly and literally a man, of the very 
; ſame nature, and having the ſame kind of foul 


and body, with which the firſt Adam was created ; 
or elſe this, and many other important paſſages of 
holy writ, muſt be deemed entirely falſe. Indeed, 
this conſequence is ſo very obvious, that, I think, 
he is almoſt univerſally acknowledged to have been 
perfectly a man, even by thoſe who, in the ſame 
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Luke iii. 38. 
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breath, contradict their own aſſertion. But it is far 
from my preſent intention to cenſure, or even to 
enquire into, the ſpeculative opinions of any ſet of 
chriſtians whatſoever : nor have I choſen the words 
of the apoſtle now read to you, with a deſign to 
make them alone the ſubject of our preſent medi- 
tations; but merely becauſe they are the introduc- 
tion to that clear and ample explanation of the 
doctrine of our own reſurrection, which St. Paul 
has given us in the ſequel of this chapter. A 
doctrine which, the glorious event we this day 
commemorate, was intended at once to convince 
and to remind us of; and which, notwithſtanding 
all the plain and ſatisfactory inſtructions of the 
great apoſtle, I fear, is, by the generality of mo- 
dern chriſtians, but very imperfectly underſtood, 
But ſince it is the moſt important, indeed the fun- 

damental, article of all our religious faith, I hope 
I ſhall not be thought to miſapply the preſent oc- 
caſion, by requeſting your particular attention to 
the main points of that rational and uſeful leſſon, 
taught us in this well-known chapter of St. Paul's 

firſt letter to his diſciples at Corinth. 

The two chief objects the apoſtle had in view, 
were the order of the reſurrection as to time, and 
the manner of it. 

Having expreſſly aſſerted, and by unqueſtion- 
able evidence proved, the certainty of our Lord's 
reſurrection; in the words of the text and the pre- 
ceding and following verſes, he clearly infers from 
it the moſt ſtedfaſt affurances of the future reſur- 

rection 


620 
tection of all mankind. But thit we might not 
conclude that the whole human ſpecies will be 


raiſed from the dead, at one and the ſame time, 


contrary to many clear and expreſs prophecies of 
dur holy religion, the apoſtle tells us, that though 


every one will be raiſed, yet it will be in his own 


order. Cbriſt the firſt-fruits ; afterwards they that 
are Chriſt's at his coming; then cometh the end. For 
as our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt was the firſt man that 
God raiſed from the dead, to the inheritance of 
eternal glory and immortality, in reward of his 
ſinleſs life and perfect obedience unto death; ſo 
alſo, thoſe that are his, particularly that glorious 
company of apoſtles and early converts to chriſti- 
anity, who forſook all to follow their Lord and 
Maſter ; who, as far as concerned this life alone, 
were of all men the moſt miſerable, and who at 
laſt ſealed their teſtimony with their blood, ſhall 
be diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of mankind, in the 
order and glory of their reſurrection. 

That the kingdoms of this world will at length be- 
come the kingdom of God and his Chriſt, is the uni- 
verſal language of all the prophets, both of the 
Old and New Teftament; and that our bleſſed 
Saviour will come again in perſon upon the earth, 
to take that kingdom upon him, and eſtabliſh uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs amongſt men, he, on many 
occaſions, taught his diſciples before his death ; 
but much more particularly afterwards, in his re- 


velation to his apoſtle St. John, For the ſpeedy 


accompliſhment of this. great event, he hath di- 
A 2 reed 
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x rg eB „Thy kingdom come e * and to 
this coming of Chriſt it is that St. Paul alludes, 
both in his epiſtle to the Theſſalonians and in the 
paſſage we are now conſidering. For St. John aſ- 
ſures us“, that the glorious reign of Chriſt on 
earth ſhall commence 4 thouſand gears before the 
end of the world and the general reſurrection of 
the ſons of meu; and that, at the commencement 
of that happy period, all thoſe who have been 
lain for the teſtimony of Jeſus, and for the word 
of God, ſhall riſe again to glory and eternal life; 
and, St. Paul tells us, Hall be. caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, and ſhall reign with him there 
during the whole continuance of that paradiſaical 
ſtate of the earth ; after which will come the end 
and total deſtruction of this globe; and, at the 
ſame time, the whole multitude of the dead, both 
ſmall and great, ſhall riſe again, and appear before 
the judgment ſcat of Chriſt, | 

The apoſtle goes on, to inſtruct us ſtill farther 
in the nature and conſequences of this reign of 
Chriſt over the earth. He reminds us, that it is 
foretold of him, in the book of Pſalms, that God 
would put all things under his feet; therefore, ſays 
he, he muſt reign till be hath put all enemies under his 
feet. 
In the preſent ſtate of things, ſin and wicked- 

neſs appear every where triumphant, and the ſove- 
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reignty of God's anointed (for that is the meaning 


of Chriſt) is ſo far from being acknowledged by 
-whole nations, that it 1s to be feared very few in- 


dividuals ſincerely obey his laws. But at his 
ſecond glorious coming, he will utterly deſtroy all 
the enemies of his goſpel and of human happineſs, 
and extirpate fin and Satan from the earth. And 


as the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death, when, 


by the univerſal riſing of the dead to judgment, 


that victory alſo ſhall be completed, and he ſhall 


have put down all rule and all authority and power; 
then, St. Paul tells us, he himſelf ſhall deliver up 


the kingdom to God even the Father, and be ſubjef? to 


bim who put all things under him; he will no longer 
retain the divine power with which he is at preſent, 
without meaſure, endowed, to anſwer the gracious 
purpoſes of God's all- wiſe providence over the at- 
fairs of men, but will then reſign it to the Al- 


mighty Giver, that God may be all in all. 
I am aware that this account of the perſon and 


nature of our Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, is not at all 
conformable to the notions and received opinions 
of many of our Chriſtian brethren. But, at the 


ſame time, I am thoroughly convinced mylelf, as 


I am perſuaded every other attentive and unpre- 
judiced reader of this ſcripture muſt be, that the 
doctrine I have now delivered to you, is truly and 
literally the doctrine of St. Paul, of our bleſſed 


Saviour's own choſen veſſel, and great apoſtle to 


the Gentiles, And though I would not unneceſ- 
farily offend the ſcruples even of the weakeſt bro- 
| ther, 
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n 
ther, yet if I ſhould neglect the duties of my 
function, in order to pleaſe men, I ſhould no longer 
be the ſervant of Chriſt. Having taken upon me 
the weighty office of his miniſter, my chief con- 
cern is, to teach nothing but what is ſtrictly agree- 
able to the doctrine of himſelf and his apoſtles. 
And woe is me, and every other miniſter of the 
goſpel, that teaches any thing elſe !| For, ſays the 
apoſtle, whoſe particular doctrine we are now con- 
fiderihg, * © Though we or an angel from heaven preach 
any other goſpel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be acturſed. As we ſaid 
before ſo ſay I now again, if any man preach any other 
goſpel unto you, than that which ye have received, let 
him be accurſed.” A ſolemn, fearful execration ! 
which ſhould not only deter men from raſhly and 
inconſiderately taking upon themſelves the office 
of teaching others, but ſhould alſo make all preach- 
ers of the goſpel cautious of departing, in any de- 
gree, from the expreſs words, or obvious ſenſe of 


the holy ſcriptures, 
After giving us this clear account of the differ- 


ent periods, at which it is God's will the reſur- 
rection ſhould take place, and explaining to us 
the nature, beginning, and end of the univerſal 
kingdom and reign of Chriſt, St. Paul reſumes a 
reflection, which he had made before in the pre- 
ceding part of this chapter; which is, that if it 
was not for the certainty of this great article of 


* Gal. 1. 8, 9. | 
| our 
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our faith, no man of common prudence would 


have been converted to the Chriſtian religion. For 


if Jeſus Chriſt himſelf remained ſtill dead, and 
his diſciples, who had ſuffered death for his fake, 
were never to riſe to life again, who would be bap- 
tized into a vain belief in theſe dead preachers of 
the Goſpel? or who would, for the ſake of the dead 
alone, encounter the moſt unnatural cruel conflicts, 
and continual hazards of his life, to which the 

apoſtle himſelf, and all the firſt followers of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt were daily, hourly expoſed ? In ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, it had ſurely been wiſer to have adopted 
the maxim of the careleſs epicurean, renounced 
their religion, and have made the moſt of the ſen- 
ſual enjoyments of the preſent day, regardleſs of 
futurity, becauſe the next might put a final arg 
to their exiſtence. 

He then intimates, that ſince the doctrine of the 
reſurrection is built upon ſuch ſure grounds, and 
the proofs of it, in our bleſſed Saviour's inſtance, 
were ſo indiſputable and ſatisfactory, the mind of 
no fincere Chriſtian can be deceived into a diſbelief 
of it, till his morals have been corrupted, and 
rendered vicious by ſinful and evil communications. 
For, that if men had he knowledge of God, and of 
the truth of his revelation by Jeſus Chriſt, which, 
to their ame be it ſpoken, great numbers in our 
times, as well as ſome in the time of the apoſtle, 
have not, they would abſtain from every kind and 
degree of fin, rouſe from their ſupine lethargy of 
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ſenſual indulgence, and awake to righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. ; 

After this uſeful and judicious reflection, our 
heaven- taught inſtructor proceeds to teach us, in 
explicit terms, the manner of our riſing again from 
the dead; a point of inſtruction which was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, in order to obviate the ſcruples 
and objections of thoſe who, before they could 
admit the goſpel doctrine of a reſurrection, de- 
manded how the dead were to be raiſed, and with 
what body they ſhould come? When the Gentiles 
firſt heard of the reſurrection of the dead, ima- 
gining that the apoſtles meant by it the reſur- 


rection of the ſame body with which every man 
died, they ridiculed and rejected it as both impro- 


bable and abſurd; and if that had really been their 
doctrine, it would have remained ſtill liable to end- 
leſs and inſurmountable difficulties and objections. 
For though it muſt be acknowledged that the all- 
ſeeing eye of God, keeps every atom of the crea- 
tion diſtinctly under it's view, and though it be 


loſt and imperceptible to us, traces it through all 


it's numberleſs viciſſitudes of form and ſtation; and 
that it is therefore certainly within the power of 
Omnipotence to call every wandering particle home, 
and reunite them in the very ſame ſpecific body 
that each man was poſleſſed of at his death; yet 
when we conlider the bodies with which men are 
actually ſeen to die, ſome emaciated with famine 
or pining ſickneſs, ſome worn out and decayed 
with mere old age, ſome in the full maturity of 


manhood, 


(5) 
tmanhood, and fome, again, in the immaturity and 
imperfect ſtate of infancy and youth, ſome de- 
prived of many of the organs of ſenſe; and, laſtly, 
ſome deſtitute of entire limbs; what an injurious 
and unworthy idea ſhould we have of God's gras 
cious intent in our reſurrection, if we ſhould ſup- 
poſe he meant to reſtore mankind to life again in 
thoſe very individual bodies in which they die! 
Had the firſt preachers of the Holy Goſpel taught 
men thus, it had been no wonder that their doc- 
trine became 4 ſtumbling block to many, and was 
by more accounted fool/ifone/s. But St. Paul, if 
we will attend to him, will give us more rational 
and wor thy notions of providence, and of that 
great and important event. Notwithſtanding which: 
there are too good grounds for apprehending, that 
many members of our own church believe in a 
reſurrection of the ſame body; and it is well if 
even ſome of our inſtructors themſelves are not in 
the number. We know, that almoſt within the 
memory of our own times, one of the viſeſt * 
and beſt men, and moſt ſincere Chriſtians, that this 
or any other country has produced ſince the age of 
the holy apoſtles, was railed at and traduced, 
branded with the names of hereſy and infidelity by 
learned divines, and even by a biſhop of our 
church, only for obſerving, that fince, notwith- 
ſtanding the prodigious changes our bodies are 
eontinually undergoing, from the unformed em- 
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bryo, to the laſt "1 of helpleſs decrepit age 
every man is ſtill conſcious, in every period of his 
life, of the ſameneſs of his own perſon, it is evi- 
dent that our identity depends upon our minds 
alone; and therefore it is by no means neceſſary, 
in order to conſtitute the fame perſons, that the 
dead ſhould riſe to life again with the ſelf ſame bo- 
dies in which they have 'cither lived or died. And 
yet our apoſtle, 'in this well-known chapter, 
teaches us exactly the ſame doctrine, nay, he car- 
ries it much farther, for he not only ſhews us that 
ſuch a reſurrection of the dead is unneceſſary, but 
actually impoſſible, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequel of 
the Scripture now under our conſideration. 
To thoſe ſilly objectors who ſcrupled the doc- 
trine of a reſurrection, from a ſuppoſition that it 
muſt mean the riſing again of the fame body, our 
apoſtle replies, that the mere common courſe of 
natural vegetation might have taught them a wiſer 
leſſon : ** Thou fool, ſays be, that which thou ſoweſt, is 
not quickened, except it die; and that which thou ſoweſt, 
thou ſoweſt not that body that ſhall be.” The very 
grain we bury in the earth, in hopes of a ſucceed- 
ing harveſt, does not begin to vegetate until it is 
actually - putrified and corrupted, and when, in 
that periſhed decayed ſtate, it doth ſprout forth 
and grow, how totally different from the bare 
naked grain we threw into the ground is that com- 
pound body which we now behold, conſiſting of 
root, blade, ſtalk and ear! Thus every common 
| inſtance of the renewal of vegetative life, is a 
lively 
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| lively emblem of the reſurrection of mankind ; it 


is abſolutely a new creation, and beſpeaks the al- 
mighty hand of the great author of ' univerſal na- 
ture. Cod giveth it a body as it bath Pleaſed bim, and 
to every different ſpecies of ſeed it's own particular 
body. 

If, from the vegetable, we turn our eyes to the 
animal world, we ſhall find that the bodies of all 
animals are not compoſed of the ſame fleſh; but 
that they differ exceedingly, according to the dif- 
ferent ſtations and circumſtances in which they are 
placed. The bodies of men are very different 
from thoſe of beaſts, of beaſts from thoſe of fiſhes, 
and of fiſhes from thoſe of birds. And as the dif- 
ferent ſituations'of animals on earth require that 
their bodies ſhould be of ſuch various kinds, ſo 
likewiſe muſt the inhabitants of heaven differ ſtill 
more widely from the inhabitants of the earth. 
There are, therefore, celeſtial bodies allo, as well as 
terreſtrial; but the glory of the celeſtial is ſo far ſupe- 


rior to the glory of the terreſtrial, that we are no 


more fitted to inhabit heaven, with ſuch bodies as 
we now poſſeſs, than beaſts are to lead the life of 
fiſhes, fiſhes of birds, or birds of men. And if 


we leave the things of this earthly globe, and ſur- 
vey the ſtars, thoſe brilliant bodies of the firma- 


ment, we ſhall ſtill find them too differing from 
each other in brightneſs, according to the place 
they hold in the order of the univerſe. The 
ſplendor of the ſun differs greatly from that of the 
moon, and the ſplendor of the moon from that of 
B 2 the 
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n 
the other ſtars. Juſt ſo great a difference is there 
between the nature of our bodies before death and 
after the reſurrection. They are buried or ſown, 
as the apoſtle metaphorically expreſſes it, in a ſtate 
of corruption, diſhonour, and weakneſs. But they will 
be raiſed incorruptible, glorious, and endued with 
power. They are ſown natural bodies, or, as it 
ſhould have been tranſlated, animal bodies, but they 
will be raiſed ſpiritual bodies. For there are ſpiri- 
tual bodies as well as animal. Thus, Moſes tells 
us, the firſt man, Adam, was made a living ſoul, but 
the laſt Adam is mage a quickening ſpirit, i. e. a ſpirit 
endued with the power of raiſing up the dead to 
Eternal life. This ſpiritual ſtate of man however 
was not firſt in order, but his animal life, and af- 
terward that which is ſpiritual. The firſt man was 
of the earth, earthy; the ſecond man is our Lord je- 
Jus Chriſt, who, ſince his aſcenſion into heaven, 
has been cloathed with a glorious and ſpiritual 
body, and at God's appointed time will come from 
beawen to eſtabliſh his univerſal kingdom over the 
world. And as both our bleſſed Saviour and our- 
ſelves have, in conformity to the firſt Adam, born? 
| the image of ihe earthy in this life, ſo ſhall we, in 
the next, be made conformable to the now ſpiritual 
nature of the ſecond Adam, and bear the image of 
bis beavenly body, For ſuch as the earthy is, thoſe 
muſt be that are earthy, and ſuch as is the heavenly, 

{hey alſo myſt be that are beaveniy, 
To conyince us farther of this truth, St. Paul 
goes on to aſſure ys (not like ſome later . 
Far 
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that God can be made fleſh and blood, or fleſh 
and blood be made God, but what is much more 
conſonant to the whole ſyſtem of revelation, - as 
well as to the voice of reaſon) that fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither is it poſ- 
ſible for mortal corrupt bodies to inherit eternity 
and incorruption. And to ſatisfy us the more fully 
upon this head, ** behold, ſays he, I diſcloſe unto you 
a myſtery,” that is, a circumſtance which has hi- 
therto been kept ſecret, and is not fully explained 
in the great prophecy of the Revelations, © wwe 
Hall not all be dead at the time the reſurrection takes 
place, but at the laſt trump, when the dead ſhall 
be raiſed with the ſpiritual immortal bodies before 
deſcribed, thoſe of us who remain alive ſhall in 4 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, undergo a ſud- 
den and a total change, and by an entire new cre- 
ation of our bodies, be transformed into the very 
Tame ſtate in which our deceaſed brethren will be 
raiſed, For whether living or dead, adds the 
apoſtle, before we can inherit the promiſes of the 
world to come, his corruptible nature of ours muſs 


put on incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on im- 
mortality. 


Is it poſſible, now, for any doctrine to be deli- 
vered in plainer or more intelligible terms than 
this of the holy apoſtle reſpecting our reſurrection? 
And when we conſider that this portion of ſcrip- 
ture, by it's being ſo properly appointed by our 
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part of either the Old or New Teſtament, how 
can we account for it's not only having been, by 
great numbers miſunderſtood, but alſo contra- 
dicted even by the voice of public authority ? 
When men can miſapprehend and err ſo widely in 
the moſt clear and obvious articles of the Chriſtian 
revelation, what meek and humble follower of our 
Lord and Maſter, can have the arrogancy to aſſert 
the infallible orthodoxy of his opinions upon the 
more abſtruſe and obſcure points of our religious 
faith? And in the intricate perplexing ſubtleties 
of metaphyſical ſpeculations, what wiſe and good 
man will eyer dare to advance, as an article of 
Chriſt's goſpel, one word beyond what is expreſſly 
written? Indeed the ſubject of our preſent medi- 
tations will afford us a very convincing proof how 
wrong and dangerous it is, in drawing up the ar- 
ticles of our belief as Chriſtians, to adopt any 
other manner of expreſſion beſides the very words 
of that goſpel we believe. 

Of all the various forms and profeſſions of faith, 
which at different times and in different places 
have been impoſed upon mankind, none has ap- 
peared to all parties ſo juſt and unexceptionable, 
as that which we call the Apoſtle's Creed; for this 
very ſufficient reaſon, becauſe the ſeveral articles 
of this form alone, are, for the moſt part, ex- 
preſſed in terms ſtrictly conformable to the very 


language of the apoſtles themſelves. And it is 


with pleaſure J remark that, though for the ſake 


of ſubſequent diſtinctions, ſome of us are con- 
cerned, 


1 

cerned, with much greater warmth of zeal to de- 
fend and maintain creeds of a very different ſtamp, 
which are confeſſedly incomprehenſible and unintelli- 
gible to the mind of man, yet as Chriſtians this is 

the only one with which we have any thing to do, 
becauſe it is this alone into which we are all bap- 
tized. And even this, by the deviation of one 
word only from the literal expreſſion of the holy 
ſcriptures, is not entirely the doctrine of the apo- 
ſtles. It teaches us to believe in e reſurrection of 
the body, and by the uſe of that one unſcriptural 
phraſe, has laid the foundation of that erroneous 
opinion, that we ſhall riſe again from the dead 
with the ſame kind of bodies in which we now 


love; a notion which St. Paul has taken particular 


pains 'to obviate and contradict, throughout the 
whole tenor of the chapter now before us. Our 


earthly bodies, as being incapable of immortality, 


he'tells us, will not be raiſed again; but that God 


will then, through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 


create and give mankind new and 7ncorruptible bo. 
dies, fitted for that ſpiritual life, into which our 
reſurrection will be a ſecond birth. And as theſe 


ſpiritual bodies did not exiſt before, they cannot, 


with the leaſt propriety, be ſaid to riſe again; 
there will not therefore be a reſurrection of the 
body, aad this article of the belief ought to have 
been expreſſed in the words which our bleſſed Sa- 
viour always uſes upon this ſubject, and which are 
indeed adopted into what we call the Nicene Creed, 
* the reſurrection of the dead.” 


There 
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There is ſtill one other expreſſion of St. Paul, 
in the cloſe of his argument on this head, which 
is highly deſerving our regard; he tells us, that 
he explains to us a myſtery, when he informs us that 
the dead ſhall be raiſed and the living ſhall be changed 
at the laſt trump; for the trumpet, ſays he, ſhall ſound. 

The chief cauſe of thoſe endleſs controverſies 
in divinity, which we ſometimes ſee carried on by 
Chriſtians, with a very unchriſtian ſpirit, is, that 
men will not be at the pains, by comparing differ- 
ent correſponding paſſages of holy ſcripture toge- 
ther, and obſerving the connection which each has 
with the other, as well as with the general intent 
and meaning of the particular book or chapter in 
which it is placed, to diſcover what expreſſions are 
to be taken in a literal, and what in a figurative 
ſenſe, without which there is no doctrine ſo wild 
and irrational that the Bible may not be made to 
teach. But I would fain hope that none of all this 
audience are ſo abſurdiy ignorant, as in this place 
ro underſtand the apoſtle in a literal ſenſe; to ima- 
gine there are really ſuch things as !rumpets in hea- 
ven, or that God will uſe the ſound of a /rumpet to 
call the dead to life again. Our Lord and Maſter 
gives us other notions of that all- powerful ſum- 
mons *, ** Verily verily I ſay unto you, the hour is 
coming and now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live.” 
The words /aft trump, and the trumpet ſball found, 
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are evidently metaphorical and if we would un- 


derſtand their real meaning we muſt turn to the 


tenth chapter of the Revelations of St. John, and 


there we ſhall find the very myſtery which St. Paul 
here declares he is explaining. 


The prophecies of holy ſcripture, for many ob- 
vious reaſons, were not calculated to be clearly un- 
derſtood before the deſtined time of their completion. 
They are therefore, for the moſt part, couched in 
phraſes highly figurative and metaphorical. But 
whoſoever has ſtadied thoſe parts of divine revela- 
tion, with the attention they deſerve from every diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and obſerved particularly the 
metaphors uſed in the predictions which have ac- 
tually been already fulfilled, will find a great uni- 
formity and propriety in the uſe of thoſe figurative 
expreſſions. Thus, to inſtance in the caſe before 
us, becauſe,” in common life, the trumpet was 
conſtantly employed to give the ſignal for war and 
battle, in the emblematic language of prophecy, 
the ſound of the trumpet always ſignifies the break- 
ing out of ſome great war amongſt men, which 
would be followed by ſuch events as are the main 

objects of the prophecy. Accordingly we find St. 
John deſcribing * the ſeven great wars, that were 
to occaſion all the future important revolutions 
I upon earth, under the figure of ſeven angels, ſound- 
ing ſeven trumpets after each other. The four firſt 
are clearly prophetic of the four grand invaſions 


9 1 viii. 6. 


Br =" 


* 
U 
} 
4 
= 
9 
* 
nn 
* 
7 
' 
15 
' 
: . 
_ 
* o 
= 
1 
"++ 
4 * 


4 
= 
* 
3 
ll 
1 5 
f 
l 1 
4H 
.E 
| 
: . 
a 
| ' 
g 
tf ' 
3 n 
: 
: 


(if) 


of the man Empire by thoſe barbarous nations 
which put a final period to it's exiſtence | in theſe 
veſtern parts of the world, and laid the founda- 
tions of all thoſe ſeparate kingdoms i into which we 
ſee Europe at this day divided. 

By, the ſounding, of the fifth and ht 05 trumpets, 
the holy prophet predicted the memorable. inva- 
ſions of the Saracens and Turks, and the total de- 
ſtruction of the caſtern part of the Roman empire, 
by the final victory of the Ottomans, and the eſta- 
bliſnment of their dominion at Conſtantinople, 
And it is obſervable, that by the uninterrupted 
order, in which theſe /ix angels are mentioned as 
ſounding their trumpets, St. John intimates, what 
we find from hiſtory was true in fact, that no con- 
ſiderable ſpace of time would intervene between 
the commencement of thoſe ſix wars, which were 
toend in the total overthrow, of the long continued 
and wide extended empire of ancient Rome. But 
between, the accompliſhment of that ſignal event, 
and the breaking out of the next and only war, 
which was to produce any further great and im- 
portant change i in the kingdoms of this world, he 

ſuggeſts ® to us, the interpoſition of an interval of 
many years, The grand events of that interve- 
ning time, which are the ſubject of the ſubſequent 
prophecy, that makes up the remainder, of this 
yaluable book of the Revelations, are alluded to 
in be voices uttered by iron thunders, which the 


. | Rev. 3 *. 


prophet 


.. P _—_—_ —_ 


| 


— — oY, — — 9 


N 


%% ˙ * 


19 ) 


prophet is PO > at that time to ſeal up and 
© not to write them. But he goes on to tell us, in 


the words of the archangel, whom he beheld, in 
the viſion, coming down from heaven, that in the 
days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, when be ſhall 
begin to ſound, the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, as 
be hath declared to his ſervants the prophets. 

It is this myſtery that St. Paul unfolds to us in 
this Epiſtle to the Corinthians: he aſſures us, that 
the trumpet of the ſeventh angel ſhall, at length, ſound ; 


the wars predicted by it aſſuredly take place, and 


lead to the great and final revolution of all the king- 
doms of the earth. And he calls it the loft tramp, 
becauſe the glorious kingdom of Chriſt will then 
immediately appear, in which God has foretold 
us by his prophet Iſaiah“, that nation ſhall not lift 

up ſword againſt nation, neither Hall they learn war 
any more. 

At the beginning of this reign of Chriſt, the re. 
ſurrection and ſpiritual change of thoſe true and 
faithful ſervants of their bleſſed maſter, who ſhall be 
thought worthy to be partakers of the happineſs 
of his kingdom, will aſſuredly be effected; and 
they will reign with him for a thouſand years. This 
is what St. John calls tbe firſt reſurrection; and 
what St. Paul diſtinguiſhes by the reſurtęction of 
ſboſe that are Chriſt's at his coming. But at the con- 
clufion of this appointed reign of Chriſt, the world 


itſelf will be deſtroyed, and then ſhall all mankind _ 


£ Iſa. ii. 4» T Rev, XX, 5. 
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hi bat ifed from the dead. And when Uſe Son of 
God ſhall have thus completely ttiumphed over all 
the enemies of man, according to the predictions 
of che ancient prophecies concerning him, the do- 
minion of the grave will be totally deſtroyed, and 
death"itfelf will be ſwallowed up in only 

To a ſincere and faichful Chriſtian then, Who has 
the firmeſt grounds to hope that he ſhall' be made 
partaker of ſuch a glorious reſurrection, what ter- 
for! what ſting is there in death? or what con- 
queſt can the grave have over him? 'The fling of 
death conſiſts only in fo n and wickedneſs, and the 
ſtrength of ſin in the rigour of the old law. But, 
thanks be to God, to all thoſe who truly believe 
and faithfully obey the goſpel, he hath now given 
a certain victory over both, through the favour of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, ſeeing we have the 
ſure promiſes of theſe things, let us, in order to qualify 
ourſelves for a joyful participation of them, * cleanſe 
eurſelves from all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, 
per fetting holineſs in the fear of God. Amidſt all the 
allurements of vice, and the numerous ſpiritual 
dangers to which our preſent ſtate is expoſed, Jet 
us ſtill continue Redfoft d unmoveable both in the 
principles and practice of our amiable religion; 
Always aborinding in the work of tht Lord, becauſe we 
Are now ture, that whatever inſtances of ſelf-denial, 
whatever pains and labour, the conſcientious dil- 
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us, our labour will not be in vain, but we ſhall be 
infinitely rewarded at the reſurrection of the juſt. 
Let us conſider too, that not only our eternal hap- 
pineſs depends upon our obeying faithfully the 
precepts of the goſpel, but alſo, that eternal mi- 


ſery * will be the certain, though fatal, conſe- 


quence of our diſobedience and impenitent wick. 
edneſs. For though our gracious Redeemer aſſures 
us, that all the dead f ſhall hear his voice and come 
forth; yet the good only, he tells us, ſhall come 


forth unto the reſurrection of happineſs and eternal 


life, but the wicked unto the reſarrection of dam- 
nation. 


Matt. xxv. 46. + John v. 28, 29. 
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P. 12, 1. 23, (Sermon) for the firſt Adam, read the 
nature of the firſt Adam. | 


P. 20, 1. 27, (Ditto) for tht Lord, read the Lord. 


charge of our Chriſtian duty may at preſent coſt 
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